ATTACHMENT 4

100% Post Consumer Recycled Faoper

sLo COUNTd Air Pollution Control District

apC San Luis Obispo County

“March 18, 2015

Schani Siong

SLO County Department of Planning & Building
Coastal Team/Development Review

County Government Center

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

SUBJECT: APCD Comments Regarding DRC2014-00095 CALTRANS
Dear Ms. Siong,

Thank you for including the San Luis Cbispo County Air Pollution Control District
{SLOCAPCD) in the environmental review process. We have completed our review of a

~plan to widen Highway 1 at Sheridan Road on the Nipomo Mesa and construct a teft turn
tane. The plan proposes to remove approximately 480 mature eucalyptus trees. The
project disturbed area is approximately 6 acres.

 The following are APCD comments that are pertinent to this project.

As a commenting agency in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review process
for a project, the APCD assesses air pollution impacts from both the construction and
operational phases of a project, with separate significant thresholds for each.

Please address the action items contained in this letter, with special attention to

items that are highlighted Id an rlined text.

Project area impacted by particulate matter

The APCD has been investigating elevated particulate levels on the Nipomo Mesa for the
past decade. Studies perfermed by the APCD in the area have shown the source of the
elevated particulate matter (PM) poliution to be windblown dust from the open sand areas
of the Oceano Dunes State Vehicular Recreation Area (SVRA), and that emissions are
increased by off road vehicle activity.

The data gathered from the studies provided a detailed and comprehensive picture of the
path, coencentration gradient and influence of different wind conditions on the dust plume.
Most dust episodes showed a remarkable similarity in plume extent and cencentration
gradient, with the main variable being the severity of the event. The APCD defined four
zones of dust plume influence as labeled below, CDF, MESA2, NRP and SLO:
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The darker colors signify the typical location of the dust plume and the greater impacts. The CDf
zone receives the most significant impacts, with roughly 60-95 exceedances of the state PM10
standard each year. MESAZ2 has roughly 30-60 exceedances annually and the NRP zone has roughly

0-20 exceedances annually. This proposed project is located partly in the CDF zone and partly in the '

MESAZ2 zone, the zones with the greatest dust impacts on Nipomo Mesa.

The proposed removal of 480 Eucalyptus trees is of great concern to SLOCAPCD due to the health
benefits they provide to residents by mitigating dust impacts.

- CONSTRUCTION PHASE IMPACTS - Insufficient Information
Sufficient information regarding the construction phase emissions for this project was not provided

to quantify the air quallty impact. An alr gual;;y impact assessment of the constructlon phase
d th

are above the APgD's thresholds (see Table 2 1 of the 2012 CEQA Air Quality Handbook).
Ata mmrmum. the construction phase air gugllty assessment needs to document the:
- i i .

» Area of disturbance;

* An estimation of the number and type of construction equment operating throughout the
construction phase of the project;

*  Identify sensitive receptors within 1000 feet of the construction boundary (see Section 2.1. ‘I
in the CEQA Air Quality Handbook);

* If project includes cut and fill and/or hauling (on-site or off-site), then the assessment should _

identify the fleet mix, hauling route {minimize sensitive receptor impact) and number of trips
per day;

* Time frame for the operation of construction equipment during the project, which includes:
» Estimated construction schedule for all phases including anticipated phase overlaps;
= An estimation of the number of daily operating hours for the equipment;
* An estimation of equipment that would operate simuitaneously on a given day,

* Total square footage of the property; :
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» Total square footage of existing trees and number and square footage of trees to be
-removed;

» Square footage of open space/fiandscaped area; and

s Square footage of roads/driveways.

Tree Removal

~ Caltrans proposes to remove approximately 480 eucalyptus trees as part of the project (6-55 inches
. in diameter - DEH). This proposed project is partly in the CDF zone and partly in the MESA2 zone,
which is significantly impacted by blowing dust as discussed above. The existing eucalyptus trees
mitigate the blowing dust impacts and the removal of trees could create negative health
consequences for the residents in the area.

SLOCAPCP strongly recommends that Caltrans not remove a f the trees. If Caltrans
chooses to ve forward with any tree rem |, the SLOCAPCD omments tha Itrans
limit this action to a small fracti f the 480 trees slated for removal and maintain the

density of the foliage so that the dust mitigation is not reduced. SLOCAPCD recommends

Iantm ive tree species to replace any plants or trees slated for removal [antm

approved by the SLOCAPCD. Research has shown that some speues are more efficient at
_ mitigating particulate emissions, such as some types of conifer trees. The SLOCAPCD recommends
removing the vegetation only after the new vegetation has rgg;hed maturity and has mass

similar to the re vegetation. At_'ter an lanting, the tre hould be maintained.

Dust Control Measures
Construction activities can generate fugitive dust which cou!d be a nuisance to local residents and
“businesses in close proximity to the proposed construction site. Projects with grading areas that
re greater than 4-acres or within 1,000 feet of ensitive receptor shall implement the
following mitigation measures to manage fugitive dust emissions such t hey do not

 exceed the SLOCAPCD's 20% opacity limit (SLOCAPCD Rule 401) or prompt nuisance wgia;:on
1§LQCAPCD Rule 462):

a. Reduce the amount of the disturbed area where possibie;

b. Use of water trucks or sprinkler systems in sufficient quantities to prevent airborne dust
from leaving the site and from exceeding the SLOCAPCD's limit of 20% opacity for greater
than 3 minutes in any 60 minute period. Increased watering frequency would be required
whenever wind speeds exceed 15 mph. Reclaimed (non-potable} water should be used

" whenever possible;

c. Al dirt stock pile areas should be sprayect daily and covered W|th tarps or other dust barriers

as needed;

~d. Permanent dust control measures identified in the approved project revegetation and
landscape plans should be implemented as soon as possible, following completion of any
soil disturbing activities;

e. Exposed ground areas that are planned to be reworked at dates greater than one month
after initial grading should be sown with a fast germinating, non-invasive, grass seed and
watered until vegetation is established;

f.  All disturbed soil areas not subject to revegetation should be stabilized using approved
chemical soil binders, jute netting, or other methods approved in advance by the SLOCAPCD;
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g. Al roadways, driveways, sidewalks, etc. to be paved should be completed as sooh as

. possible; :

h. Vehicle speed for all construction vehicles shall not exceed 15 mph on any unpaved surface
at the construction site; o

i. Al trucks hauling dirt, sand, soil, or other loose materials are to be covered or should
maintain at least two feet of freeboard (minimum vertical distance between top of load and
top of trailer) in accordance with CVC Section 23114;

j.  Install wheel washers where vehicles enter and exit unpaved roads onto streets, or wash off
trucks and equipment leaving the site;

k. Sweep streets at the end of each day if visible soil material is carried onto adjacent paved
roads. Water sweepers shall use reclaimed water where feasible. Roads shall be pre-wetted
prior to sweeping when feasible;

. All PM4o mitigation measures required should be shown on grading and building plans; and,

m. The contractor or builder shalt designate a person or persons to monitor the fugitive dust
emissions and enhance the implementation of the measures as necessary to minimize dust
complaints, reduce visible emissions below the SLOCAPCD's limit of 20% opacity for greater
than 3 minutes in any 60 minute period. Their duties shall include holidays and weekend
periods when work may not be in progress. The name and telephone number of such
persons shall be provided to the SLOCAPCD Compliance Division prior to the start of any
grading, earthwork or demolition. '

Water use as mitigation during a drought _
Since water use is a concern due to drought conditions, the contractor shall consider the use

of a SLOCAPCD-approved dust suppressant(s) to reduce the a nt of water used for fugitive
dust control. For a list of suppressants, see Section 4.3 of the CEQA Air Quality Handbook that can
be accessed at the following website: http://slocleanair.org/business/landuseceqa.php.

Standard Mitigation Measures for Construction Equipment

If the air quality impact assessment indicates an exceedance of SLOCAPCDs CEQA construction
emission thresholds, the following standard construction equipment mitigation measures for
reducing nitrogen oxide (NO,), reactive organic gases (ROG), and diesel particulate matter (DPM)
emissions may be necessary, as stated in section 2.3.1 of the SLOCAPCDY's 2012 CEQA Handbook.
These measures are applicabl all projects wher nstruction phase emissions exceed
APCD thresholds: '
= Maintain all construction equipment in proper tune according to manufacturer's
specifications; '
» Fuel all off-road and portable diesel powered equipment with ARB certified motor vehicle
diesel fuel (non-taxed version suitable for use off road);
»  Use diesel construction equipment meeting ARB's Tier 2 certified engines or cleaner off-road
heavy-duty diesel engines, and comply with the State Off-Road Regulation;
» Use on-road heavy-duty trucks that meet the ARB’s 2007 or cleaner certification standard for
on-road heavy-duty diesel engines, and comply with the State On-Road Regulation;
» Construction or trucking companies that do not have engines i their fleet that meet the
engine standards may be eligible for aiternative compliance scenarios {discuss with
" SLOCAPCD staff);
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= Alfon and off-road diesel equipment shall not idie for more than 5 minutes. Signs shall be
posted in the designated gueuing areas and or job sites to remind drivers and operators of
the 5 minute idling limit;

»  Diesel idling within 1,000 feet of sensitive receptors is not permitted;

= Staging and gueuing areas shall not be located within 1,000 feet of sensitive receptors;

»  Electrify equipment when feasible;

» Substitute gasoline-powered in place of diesel-powered equipment, where feasible; and,

= Use alternatively fueled construction equipment on-site where feasible, such as compressed
natural gas {CNG), liquefied natural gas (LNG), propane or biodiesel.

Construction Activity Management Plan _
"If the air quality impact assessment indicates the estimated construction emissions from the project

fleet are expected to exceed the SLOCAPCD's Quarterly Tier 2 thresholds of significance (ROG+NO,
and/or PM), after the standard measures and BACT measures are factored into the estimation, then
an APCD approved CAMP and off-site mitigation needs to he implemented in order to reduce
“potential air quality impacts to a level of significance. See the SLOCAPCD's 2012 CEQA Handbooks
Technical Appendix 4.5 for CAMP Guidelines. The CAMP should be submitted to the SLOCAPCD
- for review and approval pribr to the start of construction and shoufd include, but not be
limé following elements: _
= A Dust Control Management Plan that encompasses all, but is not limited to, dust control
measures that were listed above in the “dust control measures” section;
* Tabulation of on and off-road construction equipment (age, horse-power and miles
and/or hours of operation);
» Schedule construction truck trips during non-peak hours to reduce peak hour emissions;
»  Limit the length of the construction wark-day period, if necessary; and,
* Phase construction activities, if appropriate.

Construction Permit Requirements

Based on the information provided, we are unsure of the types of equipment that may be present
during the project’s construciion phase, Portable equipment, 50 horsepower {(hp) or greater, used
during construction activities may require California statewide portable equipment registration
(issued by the California Air Resources Board) or an SLOCAPCD permit.

“The following list is provided as a guide to equipment and operations that may have permitting
requirements, but should not be viewed as exclusive. For a more detailed listing, refer to the
Technical Appendices, page 4-4, in the SLOCAPCD 's 2012 CEQA Handbook.
© = Power streens, conveyors, diesel engines, and/or crushers;

= Portable generators and equipment with engines that are 50 hp or greater;

»  Electrical generation plants or the use of standby generator;

» [nternal combustion engines;

= Rock and pavement crushing;

» Unconfined abrasive blasting operations;

=  Tub grinders;

» Trommel screens; and,

* Portable plants (e.g. aggregate plant, asphalt batch plant, concrete batch plant, etc).
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requirements.

Naturall urrin
Naturally Occurring Asbestos (NOA) has been identified by the state Air Resources Board as a toxic
air contaminant. Serpentine and ultramafic rocks are very common throughout California and may

contain naturally occurring asbestos. SLOCAPCD has identified areas throughout the County where

NOA may be present (see the SLOCAPCD's 2012 CEQA Handbook, Technical Appendix 4.4}. If the
project site is located in a candidate area for Naturally Occurring Asbestos (NOA), the following
requirements apply. Under the ARB Air Toxics Control Measure {ATCM) for Construction, Grading,
Quarrying, and Surface Mining Operations (93105), prior_ to any construction activities at the site,
the project proponent shall ensure that a geologic evaluation is conducted to determine if
t r istur is exe om the regulation. An exemption reques filed with
the APCD, If the site is not exempt from the requirements of the regulation, the applicant must
camply with afl requirements outlined in the Asbestos ATCM. This may include development of an
Asbestas Dust Mitigation Plan and an Asbestos Health and Safety Program for approval by the
APCD. More information on NOA can be found at

hap:/Awww.slocleanair.org/business/asbestos.php.

Demalition of taining Material

- Demolition activities can have potential negative air quality impacts, including issues surrounding
proper handling, demolition, and disposal of asbestos containing material (ACM). Asbestos
containing materials could be encountered during any construction phase demclition or the
disturbance, demolition, or relocation of above or below ground utility plpeslplpehnes {e g., transite
p|pes ormsulatlon on pipes). If thi :

Natio ission Standard for Hazardous Air Pollutants (40C bpart M - ashestos
NESHAP), These requirements include, but are not limited to: 1) written notification, within at least
10 business days of activities commencing, to the APCD, 2) asbestos survey conducted by a Certified
Asbestos Consultant, and, 3) applicable removal and disposal requirements of identified ACM.
Please contact the SLOCAPCD Enforcement Division at (805) 781-5912 and also g0 to
‘hitp:/sslocleanair.org/business/asbestos.php for further information. To obtain a Notification of
Demolition and Renovation form go to the “Other Forms” section of:
http://slocleanair.org/business/onlineforms.php.

‘Developmental Burning
_Effective February 25, 2000, the SLOCAPCD prohibited developmental burning of vegetative

material within San Luis Obispo County. If you have any questions regarding these requirements,
contact the SLOCAPCD Enforcement Division at 781-5912. '

Construction Phase |dling Limitations

The project is in close proximity to nearby sensitive receptors. Projects that will have diesel powered
construction activity in close proximity to any sensitive receptor shall implement the following
mitigation measures to ensure that public health benefits are realized by reducmg toxic risk from
diesel emissions:
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California Diesel idling Regulations o

a. On-road diesel vehicles shall comply with Section 2485 of Title 13 of the California Code
of Regulations. This regulation limits idling from diesel-fueled commercial motor vehicles
with gross vehicular weight ratings 6f more than 10,000 pounds and licensed for -
operation on highways. it applies to California and non- -California based vehicles. In
general, the regulatlon specifies that drivers of said vehicles:

1. Shall not idieithe vehicle's primary diesel engine for greater than 5 minutes at any
tocation, except as noted in Subsection {(d) of the regulation; and,

2. Shallnot operate a diesel-fueled auxiliary power system (APS) to power a heater, air
condmoner or any ancillary equipment on that vehicle during sleeping; firestmg ina
sleeper berth for greater than 5.0 minutes at any location when W|th|n 1,000 feet of a
restrlcted area, except as noted in Subs_e{;tton {d) of the regulatlo,r}

.

b. Off-roud dresel eqmpment shall comply with the 5 minute idling.restriction identified in
Section 2449(d)(2)} of the California Air Resources Board's In-Use off-Road Diesel
regulation. :

. Signs must be posted in the designated queuing areas and Job sites to remind drivers
.. and operators of:the state's 5 minute idling limit. :

The specific requirements and exceptians in the regulations can be reviewed at the

following web sites: www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/truck- sdl|ngf2485 pdf and

7. wwwarb.ca. gov/regact/2007/ordiesl07/frooal.pdf.

Truck Routing
Proposed truck routes should be evaluated and selected to ensure routing patierns have the least

impact to residential dwellings and other sensitive receptors, such as schools, parks, day care
centers, nursing homes,.and hospitals. If the project has significant truck trips where hauling/truck
trips are routine activity and operate in close proximity to sensitive receptars, toxic risk needs to be
evaluated. ‘

Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposal. If you have any questions or
comments, feel free to contact me at 781-5912.

Sincerely,
Ga'ry Arcemont
Air Quality Specialist

e Tim Fuhs, Enforcement Division, SLOCAPCD
' Paula Huddleston, Caltrans, Paula.Huddleston@dot.ca.gov

HAPLAMVCEQANPraject_Reviewh\3000\3R0MN3862-113862-1,docx
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SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY

53 DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AN D BUILDING

[ s

THIS IS A NEW PROJE;CT ?EFER&EE Q E g “uv;E Q 7 ;

”W }Rtﬁ Schani Siong (805-781-4374 or ssiong@co.’slo.:ga.us
i

Coastal Team / Development Review ; -{H

DATE; 37412015

_ S -
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: DRC2014-00095 CALTRANS= d Isg 7
permit/development plan to widen Highway 1 at Sheridan Rd to-construct” o=Way left turn

channel and remove fixed objects within 20 feet of roaJwa-y:—Site.-iocatigﬂ:iiﬁlgh\éfﬂ’ﬁ'"at R
Sheridan Rd. APN: 000-000-000 ‘ g B

Return this lefter with your comments attached no later than: 14 days from receipt of this referral. =~
CACs please respond within 80 days. Thank you. :

PART 1 - 1S THE ATTACHED INFORMATION ADEQUATE TO COMPLETE YOUR REVIEW?
- UFVES  (Please go on to PART Il o
0 NO (Call me ASAP to discuss what else you need. We have only 10 days in which
we must obtain comments from outside agencies.) ' :

PART Nl - ARE THERE S!GNEFICAN_T CONCERNS, PROBLEMS OR IMPACTS IN YOUR AREA OF

REVIEW?
4 YES (Please describe impacts, afong with recommended mitigation measures to
. reduce the impacts to less-than-significant levels, and attach'to this lefter) -
J@NO - (Please go on to PART )

F’ART fil - INDICATE YOUR RECOMMENDATION FOR FINAL ACTION.

'Please attach any cenditions of approval you recommend to be incorporated inta the project's
approval, or state reasons for recommending denial.

B3| —é&kﬂé{_ﬂ%’dﬁﬁt 781-1559¢,
Date Name Phone

COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER  » SAN LUIS OBISPO » CALIFORNIA 93408 « (805)781-5600

EMAIL: planning @co.slo.ca.us »  Fax: (805) 781-1242¢  wEBSITE: http:/ /www.sleplanning.org

BT SIS G A
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" SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND BUILDING

THIS IS A NEW PROJECT REFERRAL . |
DATE: /412015 | B i
TO:! @@ﬂ \Q@u/ma@ - zp &ULM : L MR PO

FROM:  Schani Siong (805-781-4374 or ssiong@co.slo.ca.us)
Coastal Team / Deveiopment Review

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: DRC2014-00095 CALTRANS — Proposed conditional use
permit/development plan to widen Highway 1 at Sheridan Rd to construct a two-way left turn
channel and remove fixed cbjects within 20 feet of roadway. Site location is Highway 1 at
Sheridan Rd. APN: 000-000-C00

Return this lefter with vour comments atftached no later than: 14 days from receipt of this referral.
CACs please respond within 60 days. Thank yvou.

PART 1 -18 THE ATTACHED INFORMATION ADEQUATE TO COMPLETE YOUR REVIEW?

O YES (Please go on to PART 11}
O NO (Cali me ASAP to discuss what else you need. We have only 10 days in which
we must obtain comments from outside agencies.)

PART It - ARE THERE SIGNIFICANT CONCERNS, PROBLEMS OR IMPACTS IN YOUR AREA OF

REVIEW?
3 YES (Please describe impacts, along with recommended mitigation measures to
reduce the impacts to less-than-significant levels, and aftach to this letter)
Ll NO {Please go on to PART III)

PART HE- INDICATE YOUR RECOMMENDATION FOR FINAL ACTION.

Please attach any conditions of approval you recommend to be :ncorporated into the project's
approval, or state reasons for recommending denial.

I, YOU HAVE "NO COMMENT,” PLEASE so INDICATE, OR CALL.
5\@&(# Co d‘lmf\ AR whde, e\ 20.5€ yn et *Q@(‘

Nevwn Sowdista by Anza e Locafion Yo be
L provd oy ‘ C@uf\'\‘M Worils & Rec teation Do ot

2131 15 G l‘égmmgﬁb 2SO0
Date | Name Phone

CCUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER & SAN LUjs OBISPO o CALIFORNIA 93408 « {805)781-5600

Rty

EMAIL: planning @cao.slo.ca.us o FAX: (805) 781-1242«  WEBSITE: http:/ /www.sloplanning.org
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SAN Luis OBISPO COUNTY

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND BUILDING

THIS IS A NEW PROJECT REFERRAL
DATE: 3/4/2015

o Cal Fow

FROM:  Schani Siong {805-781-4374 or ssiong@co.slo.ca.us) RECE/VQD”

Coastal Team / Development Review 2

o
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: DRC2014-00085 CALTRANS Propesed conditional use g
permit/development plan to widen Highway 1 at Sheridan Rd to construct a two-way left turn
channel and remove fixed objects within 20 feet of roadway. Site location is Highway 1 at
Sheridan Rd APN: 000-000-000

Return this letter with yvour comments aftached no later than: 14 days fmm rece;pt of this referral.
CACs please respond within 60 days. Thank you. o

PART 1-18 THE ATTACHED INFORMATION ADEQUATE TO COMPLETE YOUR REVIEW'?

;i vES (Please g0 on to PART Il ) :
a NO (Call me ASAP to discuss what else you need. We have only 10 days in whlch
: ‘we must-obtain comments from outside agenmes ) :

PART il - ARE THERE SIGNIF_ICANT CONCERNS PROBLEMS OR IMPACTS IN YOUR AREA OF

REVIEW?
Q YES (Please describe impacts, along with recommended mitigation measures to
reduce the impacts to less-than-significant levels and attach to th|s fetter)
W No (Please go on to PART )

PART [ll - INDICATE YOUR RECOMMENDATION FOR FINAL ACTION.

Please attach any conditions.of approval you recommend tobe mcorporated [nto the project's
approval, or state reasons for recommending denial.

IF YOU HAVE "NO COMMENT.," PLEASE SO INDICATE, OR CALL. |

CAL FRE [St0 (ounry Fige fias Mo ConcePs (176 GRe 0@ Lifi STy,

3)13‘15" Travss d?z/w’ - 5’7‘3-'54257

Date ' | Name Phone

COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER SAN LUIS OBISPO o CALIFORNIA 93408 » (805)781-5600

EMAIL: pianning @co.slo.ca.us o  FAX: (805) 781-1242+  WEBSITE: http:/ /www.sloplanning.org
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